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Chapter 1  

Why We Need the Fresh Fire of God! 

  

"I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one 

who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 

carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Matthew 

3:11 (NIV) 

  

There is a liquid fire that is burning on the altar of Heaven. In my life’s 

experience, I have met many great people who carry that fire. I 

remember my first time meeting Pastor Rodney Howard-Browne at the 

back of the church. He came to preach for my pastor and had 2 weeks of 

revival meetings. All I can say is wow wow! It was the summer of 1998. 

That was the first time I saw the Holy Spirit spontaneously manifesting 

in the lives of hundreds of people, without anyone praying for them. 

There was one side of the congregation laughing, and the other side 

filled with people weeping. 

  

 I remember which side I was on. I was on the floor, under the pews 

laughing uncontrollably. That week, I saw such liberty in our church 

services. It was so beautiful to see people receive such freedom and 

laughter.   

 

I still remember how so many people in our church, who had struggled 

with depression, were completely set free, by one touch of the Holy 

Ghost. Oh, how we need that fresh fire to come upon our souls! One 

thing I can say about those meetings with Pastor Rodney is he does 

indeed carry the fire of God in his soul.  

 

I remember one time he laid his hands on my belly, and shouted, “Fire!” 

That night, something happened to me, and I can still feel the 

impartation of that fire, up to today. I am convinced that fire is still 

burning; I just have to maintain it. 
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Fire to Function with God 

  

“The Lord will wash away the filth of the women of Zion; he will 

cleanse the bloodstains from Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a 

spirit of fire.” Isaiah 4:4 NIV 

  

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in 

his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath 

not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall 

receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God 

of his salvation. This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek 

thy face, O Jacob.” Ps 24:3-6 

  

The Bible also tells us that God is a consuming fire, and those who want 

to relate to Him, must walk in such fire. In 1 Peter 1:16, we are also 

encouraged to be holy as He is holy. 

  

This fire speaks of His presence and without any hesitation, I will be the 

first to say how much I need fresh fire. Child of God, we need fresh fire 

more than ever in our lives.  

  

The fire of God that is being poured out in these last days, is what we 

need to keep us clean, pure and consecrated to serve God. The more we 

stay in the Written Word, and pray in the Spirit, the cleaner and sharper 

we will be in the Spirit, (See John 15:3). 

  

You cannot have the fire of God in your soul, and still live an ordinary 

life. It's not possible. We need the fire of God to burn in our hearts, and 

souls, so we can press into the Kingdom. We need the fresh liquid fire to 

destroy spiritual lethargy, and bring an end to any spirit of passivity in 

our lives. 
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Fire to Face your Gethsemane 

  

The name Gethsemane came from the Hebrew words which mean, “oil 

press.” This suggests that the garden was a grove of olive trees, that had 

an oil press in it. In other words, before the oil, there must be the 

crushing of the olives. This is the only way to get the oil, which is why 

we need the fire! I can hear your thoughts saying, “Pastor Weekes, what 

is Gethsemane? And why is God putting us through the oil press?” First 

of all, I never said God is taking us to Gethsemane.  

Gethsemane is a Spiritual metaphor that I am using to describe the 

testing, and the trials you may go through as a believer.  

 

When God asks you to birth certain aspects of the Kingdom on the earth, 

there will be persecution. It doesn’t matter if you’re called to birth a 

ministry, church, business, family or even to be an example of 

righteousness. There will always be resistance, and pressure from every 

side. satan will not just let you have what God said is yours, without a 

fight. The faster you learn this principle, will be better for you. The 

Bible also encourages us that, “all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall 

suffer persecution, (2 Tim 3:12). These are more reasons why we need 

the fire of God, so we can win over the pressures of life. 

 

 

God’s fire takes care of all the impurities in our flesh, so we don't 

become discouraged when we face our Gethsemane. Now, before we get 

out of balance, let me say this. Gethsemane only lasts for a season, and 

not for years!  

 

 

 

 

Jesus Won over His Gethsemane 

 

 “Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 

death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. And he went a little further, 
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and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, 

let this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 

Mat 26:38-39. 

  

 God's fire, that was burning in the soul of Jesus, was the reason He 

could win over the pressures that He was facing in His Gethsemane 

moment.  The Scripture above is one of the most revealing Scriptures in 

the Bible. It is full of prophetic insight on how to deal with difficult 

matters. But we must learn to stay keen, and alert to spiritual issues. 

  

The garden of Gethsemane was one of Jesus’ greatest tests. It was a test 

of loyalty and commitment to His Father’s dream. It seems like before 

promotion comes, you must face your Gethsemane. I'm quite aware of 

the fact that most people do not like to hear that, but it is still the truth. 

Gethsemane comes in different forms. The good news is you can rise 

above it and win, because, “Many are the affliction of the righteous, 

but the Lord delivers them out of them all,” (Psalm 34:19).  

  

  

Wining over Lethargy 

 

“And He came unto the disciples and found them asleep, and said 

unto Peter, “What, could ye not watch with Me one hour? Watch and 

pray, that ye enter not into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but 

the flesh is weak.” He went away again the second time and prayed, 

saying, “O My Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, unless I 

drink it, Thy will be done.” And He came and found them asleep 

again, for their eyes were heavy.” Mat 26:40-43. 

 

What was happening here? Why was Jesus reaching out for help from 

His disciples? And what came over His disciples in a time when Jesus 

needed them the most? At that moment, Jesus was carrying the burden 

of the world, and of sin, and He was looking for an intercessor, or 

someone to stand with Him. He also revealed that in our moment of 

testing, it's OK to find someone to encourage us, and stand with us. 
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The greater the fire, the more of the enemy we can consume. But sad to 

say, the disciples could not deliver, because they fell into temptation. 

They loved the Lord, but something came over them that was stronger 

than the fire that was in their souls. They encountered the spirit of 

lethargy.  

 

 The spirit of lethargy is seeking to occupy the souls of many in these 

last days. What is lethargy? This is the quality or state of being lazy or 

sluggish.  In other words, you lack spiritual enthusiasm, because there is 

no fire, or fight in you. This can come by a series of discouraging events, 

and I have met so many pastors and believers who have experienced 

this. But this is not your portion! There's a fire available, that will 

destroy this spirit. 

  

Look at Jesus. He was in the garden of Gethsemane, in His moment of 

testing. He came to His disciples looking for strength and 

encouragement. If I can use this expression, He came to see how hot 

their spirits were. And He was disappointed because they were sleeping. 

The spirit of lethargy came upon them, and they couldn't help Him. 

  

 The very fact that God sent an angel to strengthen Him, also implies 

that He was looking to draw strength from His disciples. 

 

“Then, an angel appeared to Him from Heaven, strengthening Him. 

44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat 

became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” Wow. 

Luke 22:43-44  

  

The Fire Brings Strength and Stability 

  

The greater the fire of God is in your life, the more you can provide 

strength and stability for your family, friends, and the people God sent 

you to serve. 
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I don't know about you, but when God calls on me in the midnight hour 

to pray, I want to be available, because of the fire that is burning in my 

soul. 

  

If needed, I want to be available to break the spirit of cancer off 

someone's life, because the power of the Holy Ghost is burning within 

me. When I go out to evangelize, I want my words to pierce the people’s 

hearts, because of the fire that is within me. When I preach and 

prophesy, I want to shift the spiritual darkness, because of the Holy 

Ghost that is working within me. 

  

I hope you want this fire. And I pray even now, that this fire can get into 

you and burn away the unwanted things, and break limitations, and 

revolutionize your thinking. I pray that as you sleep tonight, this fire will 

give you Prophetic dreams, and visions, and launch you into a greater 

realm of Glory! 

 

 


